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was bom Theodore Roosevelt sat in the
White House, Henry ford produced the
first Model T automobile, and the average
American’s life expectahcy was a little
more than 51 years. That last point is
worth noting, because the number today

is nearly 78 ‘years. Our lifetimes have been

‘extended by more than 50 percent within
the course of a century, and the man
’we e honqrmg today is part of the rea-

son why,” said President George Bush at |-

the Congressional. Gold Medal presenta-
fion ceremony for Dr. Michael DeBakey
held April 23; 2008 at the nation’s capi-

tol. Those who were in attendance were |

Mrs. DeBakey, -Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi, members of Congress, and
many other distinguished guests.

- As the Chancellor Emeritus of the Bay-
lor. College of Medicine and the Director
of the DeBakey Heart Center, Dr. DeBakey
has greatly advanced the world of medi-
cine and enhanced the lives of many. Pres-
ident Bush’s speech underscored the
impact of such a living iegend on that of
society.in noting, “Dr. DeBakey has an im-
pressive resume, but his truest legacy is
not inscribed on a medal or etched into
stone. It is written on the human heart.
His legacy is the unlost hours with family
and fdends who are still with us because
of his healing touch.” DeBakey pioneered
coronary bypasssurgery, invented devices
to aid open-heart surgery, developed the
Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (M.A.S.H.)
concept, and helped create a magnet
school in Houston for young people pur-
suing careers in science.:
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Throughout our nation’s history, the
Congressmnal Gold Medal has been
awarded sparingly in recognition of the
tremendous accomplishments thatit takes
to earn this high honor. The recipients of
this medal who have come from the world
of science are few, but they are iconic,
they include Thomas Edison, Walter Reed,
and Jonas Salk.

Dr. Michael DeBakey is the recipient of
the Jonathan Club 2006 Reagan Distin-
guished American Award.

Ths DeBakey Legacy

Michael DeBakey's significant contribu-
tions and achievements in the field of
medicine stem from a family legacy the

. DeBakey parents passed on to him and his

siblings. Their gift to their children was in-
stilling the immeasurable value and ne-
cessity of education, compassion, and

'~ obligation to give back to mankind. No
wonder that sisters Lois and Selma De-

Bakey have also continued to uphold the

 family legacy as communication pioneers

gressional Gold Medal

in the field of med-
icine and science.
Lois and Selma have
committed their ca-
reers toward heip-
ing doctors commu- -
nicate with their :
patients in a more :
practical, comprehenswe and effective
method. Encouraged on by their brother,
Lois and Selma have dedicated their lives
to supporting the work of Dr. Michael De-
Bakey and continually improving the doc-
tor-patient dialogue.

Today Lois and Selma are professors at
the Texas Medical Center Baylor College
of Medicine, and just one door down
from their brother’s offices. They credit
their family’s success with the strong fam-
ily values their parents instilled in them at
a young age. "Never in history has such a
great man had two sisters who supported -
and helped him as much as these two.

| They are part of his legacy,” said a friend

and colleague Dr. Philip A. Salem.
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