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Ricardo Jorge, M.D., Director 
 
A seasoned transplant from the Iowa City VA, Dr. Ricardo Jorge 
directs a variety of cutting-edge research studies on Veterans  
via his dual appointments at the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical 
Center and the Baylor College of Medicine. His research uses 
the problem of traumatic brain injury (TBI) as a springboard for 
other problems Veterans may be experiencing, such as PTSD, 
growth hormone deficiency, depression, and more. 

 
Dr. Jorge is Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at 
Baylor College of Medicine. He is a Senior Scientist of the Beth 
K. and Stuart C. Yudofsky Division of Neuropsychiatry and was 
named Director of the Houston Translational Research Center 
for TBI and Stress Disorders (TRACTS) project in 2014. 

 

Andrew 
 

Andrew is a graduate student at the University of Houston, where 
he is working toward a Ph.D. in clinical psychology with 
specialization in neuropsychology. He has also worked as a 
research coordinator for a cognitive rehabilitation study at the 
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center and Baylor College of 
Medicine since 2014. Before moving to Houston, he completed a 
bachelor’s degree in neuroscience at Skidmore College and a two-
year research assistantship at the VA Boston Healthcare System 
with TRACTS. 
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Audri, Research Coordinator 
 
Audri’s interest in research, advocacy, and services began in 
college when she was working with children with special needs. 
Inspired by their struggles, Audri helped establish the first autism 
walk and family resource fair in Texas, an event that continues to 
thrive over 10 years later. Today, she works one-on-one with 
Veterans to better understand the challenges that face them. 
Her goal is to develop improved prevention, diagnostic, and 
treatment options so that Veterans, and all future generations, can 
lead the best life possible and continue to do what they love to do. 



 

Brittany 
 
Brittany is a doctoral candidate of clinical psychology at the New 
School for Social Research. Her research interests include brain 
asymmetry, with a focus on how different parts of the brain 
process emotion. She has received clinical training at Beth Israel 
Hospital, South Beach Psychiatric Center, Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center and the New School Counseling Service. 
She is excited to be contributing to research that deepens our 
understanding of returning Veterans' experiences and helps 
develop effective treatments to best meet their needs. 
 

 

Cashuna 
 
Dr. Huddleston received her Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology from 
the University of Houston and completed her internship training at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center – Veteran Affairs Consortium. 
Currently, she is a Psychology Postdoctoral Associate at Baylor 
College of Medicine within the Michael E. DeBakey VA Center for 
Innovations in Quality, Effectiveness, and Safety. Dr. Huddleston’s 
research interests are in the management of co-occurring 
psychiatric and physical illnesses, health promotion and disease 
prevention, and psychosocial and cultural factors of health.  
 

 

Hazem 
 
Hazem is a medical graduate who aspires to specialize in 
psychiatry. His interests are traumatic brain injury, substance 
abuse, and pathological stress. He has several publications on the 
clinical effect of substances such as alcohol on the injured brain, 
and how brain injury can lead to substance abuse and stress 
disorders. He enjoys talking with veterans about their military 
and civilian experiences and he is happiest when he is able to give 
someone insight into the source of their problems. His goal in 
research is to find new diagnostic tools and more effective 
treatments to stress related disorders. 
 



 

Justina, Research Coordinator 
 
During her many years at the VA, Justina has been involved in 
three exciting research programs. What makes her truly happy is 
seeing a positive change in Veterans’ lives, especially if she can 
play a small role in these improvements. If you see her in the 
hallways at the VA, know that she’s keeping busy with recruiting, 
scheduling, and building relationships with her patients. Justina 
lives by the motto: “Love conquers all—everyone is important and 
should be treated with compassion and respect.” 

 

Collaborators 
 

 

Lilian N. Dindo, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Dindo received her M.A. and Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 
from the University of Iowa. She holds dual roles as Assistant 
Professor at the Menninger Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences, and Assistant Professor at the Houston 
VA’s Center for Innovations in Quality, Effectiveness, and Safety.  
She is committed to developing behavioral treatments that help 
improve the quality of life and daily functioning of Veterans with 
chronic health conditions. She is also interested in making 
treatments accessible to Veterans. 

 
 

 
 

David Graham, M.D., M.S. 
 
Dr. Graham received a B.S. in Biology from Notre Dame and a 
M.S. in Zoology from Texas A&M (where he studied the feeding 
behaviors of American Alligators as part of his field herpetology 
degree), before returning to Baylor College of Medicine to attend 
medical school. He is certified in General Psychiatry and has 
worked at the Michael E. DeBakey VA as a staff psychiatrist for 
over 10 years. He currently performs new mental health 
evaluations in the Post-Deployment Clinic.  His research focuses 
on the overlap of traumatic brain injury, PTSD, and substance 
use and their association with genetic polymorphisms, resilience, 
and community reintegration.  Dr. Graham also teaches several 
courses as Assistant Professor of Psychiatry & Behavioral 
Sciences at Baylor College of Medicine and mentors both his 
students and peers in research methods. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Taylor, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Taylor is an MR Physicist at the DeBakey VA Medical Center 
and an Assistant Professor of Radiology and Physical Medicine 
& Rehabilitation at Baylor College of Medicine.  He has over 10 
years of experience in translational imaging research, working 
to address important questions in conditions such as traumatic 
brain injury, post-traumatic stress, obesity, sickle cell disease, 
and cancer. He also serves as a clinical medical physicist to 
help optimize the image quality of the diagnostic imaging done at 
the DeBakey VA. 

 
 

Elisabeth Wilde, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Wilde received her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from 
Brigham Young University. Some of her numerous 
responsibilities include working as a Health Research Scientist at 
the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center and serving as 
Director of Research for the Department of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation at Baylor College of Medicine, where she has 
been a faculty member since 2002. She is also the Director of 
the Chronic Effects of Neurotrauma Consortium (CENC) Imaging 
Core, co-funded by the Department of Defense and the VA. Her 
research interests are in neuropsychology and neuroimaging, 
particularly of traumatic brain injury and problems commonly 
related to brain injury. 

 


